ELIZABETH HIDDLESON GENEOLOGY FROM BECKY CLARK!
Jennie has too much faith in Ancestry – many users do. Bakersville should actually be Batesville. I can show you the doc it was mistranscribed from. There is a Batesville in Independence County, Arkansas.

Shaping this up to give to you is hard. I keep thinking of one more thing to look at first, and that leads to another, and then I sleep on it, and then there is more. But here we go…

Catherine Elizabeth Harmon was the fifth child of eight (3 daughters, 5 sons), the daughter and granddaughter of farmers who moved west from Georgia and Tennessee to Missouri and Arkansas. Born 24 Dec 1901 in Batesville, Independence, AR, she was probably pregnant with her daughter Delena when she married C. F. Byrd in February 1918 at age 16. Delena Byrd was born in August 1918, still age 16 for Elizabeth. She is shown age 18 with the name Harmon and living with her parents in 1920, but Delena was not listed. That marriage ended in divorce in 1925. 

In 1928 Elizabeth married Vibart Hiddleson in Yakima, Yakima, WA, his third marriage, and they settled in Ellensburg, Kittitas, WA, for a few years. This marriage lasted 36 years until Vibart’s death in 1965. They moved a number of times, and there are gaps in the records that I haven’t filled, but the places included Kennett, Dunklin, MO, and rural Kern Co. near Bakersfield, CA. By 1942 they had settled in Vallejo, Solano, CA, where Elizabeth lived until 1999. By 2001 she appears in Cabot, Lonoke, AR, where she probably died 31 Jan 2003 at age 101. I haven’t found an actual death record or burial record for her, but I did find an obituary index listing her death date and residence as Cabot and her burial as Westminster, presumably Orange Co, CA, probably with her husband Vibart who died in Orange Co. It is possible her son William (Bill) was residing in Cabot at the time – it shows up as one of his locations in searches. (He was a pastor and lived in lots of places.)

I found no indication of a third marriage. If it was after Vibart, it would be unusual at that time for her to keep Hiddleson as her surname, but Hiddleson is what is shown in the obituary index. She might have kept it because of the publishing, but I didn’t run across any marriage records for her after 1965. I think any info about a third marriage is going to have to come directly from granddaughter Shirley.

I will probably have to throw myself on a librarian’s mercy for the obit since that newspaper has ceased publication and it doesn’t seem to have made it into newspaper archives - it may have vanished into the ether. I am also quite curious about the Vallejo newspaper article Jennie mentioned – that one has a better chance of being found in newspaper archives when I get a chance. 

I did find a 1975 article (that I’m attaching) with Elizabeth’s name in the first sentence (and only the first sentence). It was reprinted in lots of newspapers at the time, and many changed the tense of the second sentence to past (“are” to “were”), but she was clearly not past tense at that time.

I found what I think is current contact info for her granddaughter Shirley Siracusa who is probably living either with or near her daughter Shelley in Huntington Beach. I tried for current info for all of Elizabeth’s grandchildren and great-grandchildren that show on the chart – that info appears in their family sheets. Here is Shirley’s:

Shirley J Siracusa
Age 80+
(714) 536-3017
859 14th St
Huntington Beach, CA 92648-3444

I’m attaching some charts and reports. Do you want all the images of censuses and marriages and such? Or just this batch of verbiage? If you have questions, ask, and I will see if I can find out.

Love and hugs to you, too!
Becky

